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PROOF OP MARRIAGE

Unless the validity of the marriage is challenged
by the defence, the complainant need not prove
the marriage in the strict way required in a
criminal prosecution. It is very rarely that the
marriage is questioned and, if it is not, it is
sufficient for the complainant to say "I married
the defendant on a given date." If the defendant
does question the marriage, it can be proved by
the production of a marriage certificate and failing
that by calling witnesses who were present at the
ceremony upon which the complainant relies.

AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS

The Offences against the Person Act, 1861, s. 43,
defines an aggravated assault as "an assault of
such an aggravated nature that it cannot be
sufficiently punished under the provisions as to
common assaults and batteries." Heavy penalties
may be imposed for such assaults but sometimes
in the interest of the wife the justices whilst con-
victing the husband of an aggravated assault
impose a penalty no greater than they might have
imposed for a common assault. This, however, is
no bar to an order which the convicting court may
make forthwith or upon a summons fixed for a
later hearing.

ASSAULTS ON INDICTMENT

This may be for any offence involving an assault.

For instance, in R. v. Knowles (1900), 65 J.P. 27,

the husband" was convicted of throwing vitriol at

his wife and was sentenced to eighteen months